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X Friends, and all People, LH Rn hag 


| Confider: Grieve not- Gods Spirit, nor limit 
the Holy One , hurv not his Annointed Proy- | 

_ # 'ptiets,, do tris People no harm, -not the ' 
Inheritance of God; Aﬀi& not the Oppre. ay 


ous, neither ſtop your Bars at the Cry of the Opp 
ſed; neither root out the Saints of the: Moſt-High; take 

not away the Lives of the Innoceneand Juſt from the 
Earth; neither deftroy rhe Inheritance of God; For the 
Righteous that ſuffer, are blefled': Neither opprefs the | 
Meek of the Eaggh, nor ſuch aswould live | norm are | 
the Land, Oh! be nor a praife tothe evil-doers, bura 
terror : Divide.Jaſtice and Jodgemyens a-right;z eurti.not / 
againſt them thatfear the Lords'Name; neither lecthe' | 
rude_people breake up the Meetings/of the Faithful, 
whoſe delight is m Virtue and -Piety , and ſervingthe _. 
Lord. Think not toſecure your felves by compelling F 
the Lambsof Chriſt-co tra his Commands , -and 

ſo forcing thenrinto Sin, Evil, and Condemnation; and 
if you caſt the Lambs of Chriſt into Priſon, Chriſt ſaith; : » 
They muſt go into everlaſting Flames of Fire that did 

not viſit him in Priſon, $o conſider whither you muſtgo 
inthe end, that caſt him into-priſon that wiſhes your 
good.: This weknow; the/wicked are ſealed to perditi- 
on, and decreed for Condemnation, Wrath ,Wo,Plagues 
and. Judgements. .' : + ) Fete athens be] 
Therefore let all men fear and:tremble before the Moſt 
High God, for the Rigliteous are ſealed by che: Spirit of 

Promiſe, to life everlaſting, -And this we knowgthe Scri. | | 
eureiſarth; That no Lyar, Adukterer, Covetous, 1dolater | | 
bavh any gart of inhericance.in the; Kipgdom of F -» © 
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| (2 | 
that is everlaſting; and chat n Dogs, Lyars, and anrigh- 
teous ones,aud Wicked ones, have'theirparrcand portion 
in the Lake that burns with fire and byymſtone. 

_ Andtake heed again, becauſe God hath given you 
plenty,caſe, fulneſs, and bleflings of the outward Crea- 
tion and Creatures, if you turn thele Mercies not-to a | 
Tight End, the Mighty God of Heaven by his Arm and | 
Power, may bring Sickneſs, Plagues, and ftrange diftem- 
pers amongſt you; it cannot be otherwiſe looked for:For 
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what Searing ;- Curing, Wickednef(s, Violence, Plea- | 
furc<, Vanicics, people are running inte, which carryes l 
them to forget Gods Mercies; Therefore they may look | 

for the Plague, Forloak into borh Cizy and Countrey, ; 
andfecc what ſtrange Diſcaſes and Diftempers are falling f 
among peopk, which aftoniſhes them that love God and. , 


| dnets,' whoare alwayes prepared for the hand of 
Lord; and of it takes notice; and for thg good of all pece 
ple are cheir defires and prayers. / y | 
_ Remember when you are on; your Sickebeds, and. i 
 Death-beds, when rorments, miſeries,and troubles, and 
anguiſh takes hold upon you for what you do,and did a» 
gainſt them chat defire tolive godlyand righteouſly,and 
would offend no one in truch and righteouſnefle., buc 
would do the Will of God, that isplealing in his ghr, 
25 _ ic _ = rift 2 ow for this | 
. Cauſe do they ſuffer by you (that be-in proſperity) and | 
therude oy ſe LA. [5 jy ty) Ly j 
And look how the Priſons are filled with the righteous 
and harmleſs ones; and look how your ſtreets are filed 
with Violence, and unprofitable- talkers, and fruits of 
Unrighteouſneſs, that it is almoſt an hard thing for a ſo- 
ber man that loves God and goodneſs, to walk them, 

Oh how is Modeſty baniſhed, and Sobriecy baniſhed, 
and Virrue, and Goodneſs, and Piety, out of the hearts 
of people! And how are they filled with derificn,ſcorn, 
mocks, threats, and reproaches , _ with which they load 

innocent ! Where is the cexror to Evil-doers ? Oh © 
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then to off end oneaf theſe 1ntle ones, Weare friends toall your 
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how is-that wanting(zo wit io hceouſel running down 
the ftreets like ſtreams / Oh where is the place now for 
the Innocent, the Lambs of. Chriſt, the Annointed ones 
ro be found, but inGoals & Hoyfesof Corre&ions, Holes, 
Dungeons, lying on boards and firaw, men and women 
puttogether wichout the bounds of modeſty;”nor the li. 
berty granted to ( {everal of ) them , as to Murtherers 
and Felons : Doth this ſhew- the power of Godlineſs 
that wes amongſt the Apoſtles in che primitive times? 
But oh | our heartsaze broken for you, that you might 
ſee your felves,and. that you might priſe your trme-whule 
you have it; and do ſay, The Lordlay not theſe things : 
coyour Charge, which againſt us you have a&ed ; And 4 
can ſay,Father forgive them, they know not what rhey do; And * 
can bear you record, Ton have « Zeal, but not according to 
true knowledge © For the Apoſtles, and- Chriſt, and the 
Churches in the primitive cimes , their Zeale never led | 
them to perſecuce any, as the Jews and Cain did,amonglt - 
whom Chriſts entertainment was1in the Scable and Man , 
ger, a$Ours is now inthe Priſons and Dungeons; but we + 
can ſuffer all theſe things patieatly. So the Lord lay not 
cheſe things to your charge in the end, which if he do, * 
they will be heavy; for as it is ſaid ,, It were better a Mille - 
ſtone mere hanged abont their nach.s, and they caſt into the Sea, *; 


ſouls, and pour eternal good, and deſire the everlaſting 
good-and happineſs of all men upon the Earth,& would 
that all men ſhould be ſaved, aud come tothe knowledg. 
of the truth, © 4x | 


 Amort Stodart, Fohn Feilder, 
..-.. \Brgan Wilkznſon,, Ellis Hookgs. 
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FF Nl4d hot the Council of the Feps give heed unto 
Gamaliel's Counſel concerning the Apoſtles, 
whoſe counſel was, 1f they were of God , they would 
ſtand if not, it would'come t 0n0ught; and bid them 
' take beed, leſt they were fourd fighters agri 1ſt God, And 
- if it were of God, they. could nor overthrow it? 
And to this moderate Gamalzel they allagreed., and 
ſer the Apoſtles ar liberty, And Gamaliel inſtanced 
ro the Council, Theudearand' Judas of Galilee,which 
had come to nought; therefore it the Apoſtles were 
not of God,they wou'd not ſtand.Oh that therewere 
- ſucha Moderate ſpirit among the Chriſtian Rulers, 
- (ſo called and ſuch a diſtin&ton as there was in this 
' Gamalel, who will riſe upia judgement againſt-mas 
- ny that have not his Moderation-and Patience ;-yct 
* in words profeſs themſelves beyond Gamalzel; but of 
his life ſhort, As 4. 
Paw! wheh he was queſtioned by the chief Captain, | 
F whether hewas not thatEeypi4z that ledour-intothe 2 
- wildernels the4000,men that were Murderers, then 
F Paul declared he was a Jew; & the Captain did not 
| haſtily number him among the Egyptian murderers, 
| but ſuffered him to ſpeak to the people;whichfhew- 
-- eda Noble & Moderate Spirit, 48s 21.28, Oh thar 
- there was ſuch a ſpirit in them thar call themſelves 
_ Chriſtians, who think themielvs beyond this Captain 
' in words, but are ſhort of his Moderation, Ananias, 
” with the Elders, and Tertulusthe Orator, told Fel;x, 
| that the y bad found Paula peſtilent fellow, a mover of f ev 
- dition; and yet the moderation of Felix did not de- 
" liver Paulinto the J&gs hands and he found more 
"| moderation among the Heathen, then he did of the 
: _ - Ereat 
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great profeſſing Jews; for the Jews could not prove 
[thoſe things 42) accuſed Paul of, Neithercartheſe 

things be proved againſt us,that we arePlotters:and 
.f we had but the Liberty that Paul had, All chatare 
Priſoners, ahd all our Accuſers brought face to face 
before theRulers,and ler us fee what any one hath a» 
2ainſtus; for it is below an Engl:ſhmanand a Chri- 
ſttan, thar ſo many ſhouldlye in Priſon for the wor- 
ſhip of God : And we believe tt 1s contraryto Law 
that ſo many ſhould be ſent to-Priſon, and kept-in 
Priſon, without any Warrant or Mittimus, as there 
are now about two thouſand in priſon, taken up out 
of their houſes, ſtreets and beds, many ſober people 
that deſires to live godly and peaceably, whole lives 
and examples the world cannot bear,though- Religi- - 
on they hold up by the ſame words that declare t 
ſame lite that we livein; .. _. | <, 

And as concerniug Meetings, the Phariſees, the 
Sadduces, and thevery Heathen ſuffered the Chri+ 
ſtiansin the primirive Times , to meet upon Hills, 
Mountains, High-wayes, by the Rivers and Ships,as 
Paul did at \Romes where the Emperors Seatwas; he 
was ſuffered to preach two yeares together ift:Hhis 
own hired houſe among the-Hearhen; and Chrift-8 
che Apoſtles were ſuffered.ro mect from Houſe : 
ro Houſe, and preachin Jeruſalem among the Jews; 
though they .mer by thoufands. And the Church 
was1n Aqwilaand:Priſcila's Houſe. And the-Ghris 
ſtians now;that. think themſelvs wiſer, fuller grown. 
andof a greater age then-rhe Churches: in;the pris 
mitive times,cannot ſuffer the tender people of God 
ro: meet in Houſes now, but call it Herefte.- V.Yull 
inſt you, that ſuffer- 
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edthe Apoſtles to niger in thattime,beyond whom 
you profeſs your ſelvesto be in words, bur are ſhort 
of poaryoe po FH : 

And concerning Swearing, our yea 15 ye4, and ray, 
—— Fre 
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brea kers of that, then letus 
ſuffer as forbreaking an Ozth; now it is evident,thar 
ris for Conſcience-ſake that we cannot (wear at all- 
For many hundreds of our Friends have beenimpri- 
foned, & ſuffered orher wrongs, becauſe they could 
not {wear in Olzver's days, and the other changeable 
Powers {ince him, ſeveral Oarhs being put to them: 
and whar we promiſe unto. the King, he will finde us 
more fairhful to perform, then many thar out of fear 
| eurn under every Power, and {wear to every Power, 
- Is now the Preachers preaching up Artexerxes 
Decree (a Heathen King) fora Goſpel-Command 
among Chriſtians, which was onely tothe Fers , for 
the building their ourward Temple.: Oh that men 
ſhould not bluſh to hear ie! Vhat,to baniſh! YVhar, 
to takeaway goods and lives from chem that donor 
obey A4rtaxerxes Decree ! Might not Chriſt's Do- 
Arine andthe Apoſtles:convince you > Did he nor 
rebuke rhe Zeale of fuch-who would have fire to 
come:down'trom Heaven wo confume fuch as were 
comrary-mindedrohims? AnddidnottheApoftle 
ſay, they wrefled not withifleſh and blood 2 And did 
not Chriſt ſay;the Temple ſhould be thrown down 
ahat was ſer up by Ar8sxerxes Decree, and not one 
Kone left apow-ancrher > And did-not'the Apo 
Kites poitto the Temple to bring; people off from 
the Temple, and-tclrhem that the Moſt High dwelr 
not in Temples made wich'mens hands, & that their 
bodies wete the Temples of God? And waspor Sre- 
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brought them'to the ſubſtance(Chrift) &end, 


| andnot from Chriſt; and that people thaxare led by. 
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phen ſtoned to dearh for denying the Temple,& wit 
neſling Chriſt the Subtance, 4#.,7+ Yea that Tem 
ple which was ſet up by Artg&erxes Decree, & then 
chat did nor obey ir, were to be hangedor baniſhed, 
or goods taken away.So all people may ſee thar thi; 
was-to-the lews from the Heathen, and norto the 
Chriſtians; & by this DoQrine you may juſtifie thax 
thc Apoſtles didill in-preaching the Name of Chrift 
when the Council forbad them, And we do chal 

lenge all the Priefts in. Chriſter for romake ir 
good, and give usan Example where ever the Apo- 
ftles, that came before Emperors, Kings, & Powers, 
that preached up this for Goſpel. or ne Or 
preached it among themſelves thar were thered: 
taco one body,into the faith and belief-of Truth asit. 
was in Jeſus, who came to ſave mens lives & give li» 
berty, and not toſpoil mens goods z that wasnever 
preached up by Chriſt8 cheApoſtles,bur ſuch as are 
Miniſters of the Law,& Hearhens Decrees,8 buil- 
ders of the Jews Temples, which the Apoſtles and 
Chriſt brought them. 6ff fram Heathens Deen 
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andthe Law, and the Jews'Temples,and Type $,and: 

And why do you not go and'do the Jews work, it 
you be Jews,and buildthe Temple; which thing doth 
not belong to Chriſtians, bur ro you that pre ach Ay. 
taxerxes Decree; and yourthar preach that for” Go«- 
ſpe!, knows nos-whar it is 3 andpreach from- him, 


you, are led into Heatheniſm , who build-up that: 
which Chriſt and the Apoſtle throw down. "4 
THE END. 
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